and returned to my rooms in Bayswater.

I had got to go through with it and have the baby.
For a while I went back and worked at the water-
softeners. Then I felt beyond that. Victor volun-
teered no help and I couldn't ask him: Freddie gave
me a cheque for sixteen pounds, all he had, he said. Alec
promised he would allow me five pounds a month till
it was all over. My only concern was to leave the
French landlady and to be near Victor, however little he
wanted to see me. I trailed up to Highbury and stopped
at random at a corner tobacco-shop.

"Cheap lodgings ?" said the man behind the
counter, ferreting in a large round tin of snuff. "Yes.
Across the way. Number twelve's cheap enough/*
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